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QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE 524 
Additional Information 

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [4.16 pm]:  I would like 
to invoke standing order 82A to provide a correction to information that I provided in the house today.  

Leave granted.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Having today been advised of the latest rainwater tank results recorded in 
Esperance, I undertook to get as much information on dust monitoring results in Esperance to report to the house 
and to the public.  In doing so, I spoke directly with the interim chief executive officer of the Esperance Port 
Authority to ask about the results of the port’s dust monitoring.  I regret to advise that I was provided with only 
the dust monitoring results of the three high-volume samplers at the port and its surrounds, which did not give a 
full picture of dust monitoring at the port.  

The 10 depositional gauges stationed in and around the port did, in the month of July, record low but detectable 
levels of lead in the gauges.  Depositional gauges 9 and 10 did record levels of lead within the port boundaries 
that are considered high.  As the standing committee report notes, the high volume samplers, the results from 
which I quoted, are seen to be more efficient and effective than the dust deposition sampling.  It was the fact that 
this monitoring was considered to be more reliable that explains why the interim CEO of the port focused on that 
material when he provided information to me.   

The results provide us with a different but still confusing picture of what is now occurring in Esperance.  As I 
stated, I have instructed government agencies to investigate all of these matters immediately and when the 
investigation is complete I will report back to the house.   

Point of Order 
Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  I ask the minister to table the paper she read from.  She read from a document.  
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs J. Hughes):  Minister, did you read from an official document?   
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  No.  The piece of paper from which I read contained my handwritten notes.  
Several members interjected.   
The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order, members!  I am not here to correct the minister’s reply.  She did not quote 
from an official document.  There is no point of order.   
 


